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By Maria Leonard Olsen

people
watcher

Federal poverty level 
for a family of four living in one 
of the 48 continguous states or 
the District of Columbia in 2011

Income a family 
of four would need for 
self-sufficiency to live in 
Montgomery County  
in 2008* 

$22,350

$73,026

Fond  
Farewell
Sandra Geddes, featured as a “Beloved 
Teacher” by Bethesda Magazine in 
2008, recently retired from Westbrook 
Elementary School in Bethesda after 
38 years as an educator. A courtyard 
addition to be built at the school in 2012 
will be named after her. Former student 
Catie Fireman says Geddes taught her 
“that all of my actions had an effect on 
the environment around me. But what’s 
more, she set an example that I could 
have a positive effect on my community 
and local environment with the choices 
that I made.” Geddes promises to help 
design the courtyard’s outdoor learning 
garden. For more information or to 
donate, see http://fows.wordpress.com.

*Source: Community Action Board (CAB), 
Montgomery County Dept. of Health and 

Human Services
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ManiFold works
Michael Pack has been capturing our 
culture on film in his role as producer, direc-
tor and president of Manifold Productions, 
an award-winning independent film and 
television company based in Chevy Chase. 
His Rediscovering Alexander Hamilton aired 
on PBS in April, and Rediscovering Thomas 
Jefferson is in development. Now the Chevy 
Chase resident is coming out with something 
a little more contemporary: The Last 600 Meters, a firsthand account 
of the last two battles in Iraq, which will air on PBS sometime next year. 
Manifold also has a PBS documentary in production on Adm. Hyman G. 
Rickover, the father of the nuclear Navy. “Just a handful of people who 
worked with him are still alive, so it will be a good recording of living 

history,” says Pack’s 
wife and Manifold 
vice president, 
Gina Cappo 
Pack. “Michael is 
interviewing Jimmy 
Carter in Atlanta, 
who worked for 
Rickover as a 
nuclear subma-
riner and, in his 
memoir, tells of the 
admiral’s profound 
influence on his 
life.”

Band oF Brothers
Glenn Mitchell, an attorney from Chevy Chase, didn’t encourage his 
five sons to pursue law careers. But all five Georgetown Prep gradu-
ates did, and last summer they made history when they were admitted 
simultaneously to the Supreme Court bar. Christopher lives in Wash-
ington, D.C.; Thomas and Michael are in Chevy Chase; Eric lives in 
Bethesda; and Byron, Eric’s twin, resides in Fredericksburg, Va. 

Go
FIGure

A scene from Pack’s The Last 600 Meters

The brothers, from left: Christopher; Byron; Eric; 
their father, Glenn; Thomas; and Michael

Michael 
Pack

Geddes with some of 
her students in 2008
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Potomac’s John Fein-
stein reveals untold 
stories about the most 
enduring figures in modern 
sports history in Best Seat 
in the House (Little, Brown 
and Company, December 
2011). “The book is basi-
cally a chronicle of my 25 
years of writing books,” 
The Washington Post 
sports columnist says. “My 
stories tend to be quite 
detailed, but there are a 
lot of untold stories about 
my relationship with Bob 
Knight and with people like 
Jim Valvano, Dean Smith, 
Mike Krzyzewski, John 
McEnroe, Ivan Lendl, Mary 
Carillo, Jack Nicklaus, Ar-
nold Palmer, Tiger Woods, 
David Duval, Joe Torre, 
Bobby Cox and quite a few 
others most people haven’t 
heard of.” 

Phyllis Reynolds 
Naylor’s latest novel, 
Emily’s Fortune, a western 
for young girls, comes out 
in paperback from Yearling 
in November. It follows 
Incredibly Alice (Ath-
eneum), which came out 
last spring and is the 26th 
in her 28-book Alice series. 
The last two in that series 
will be published in 2012 
and 2013. “I’ve finally taken 
Alice, the daughter I never 
had, from age 8 to 60, and 
it feels great!” the Bethesda 
resident says. Naylor is best 
known for her Newbery 
Award-winning Shiloh 
(Atheneum, 1991).

Silver Spring’s Fred Bow-
en, a KidsPost columnist 
for The Washington Post, 
has a new book, Quarter-
back Season (Peachtree 
Publishers, 2011), aimed 
at readers 9-12. “This book 
involves an eighth-grade 
quarterback’s journal over 
the course of a year,” says 
Bowen, who was inspired 
by a similar book that was 
on The New York Times’ 
best-seller list for 37 weeks. 
“That reveals how inter-
ested people are in sports, 
and is included in the 
history part of my book.” 
Bowen says he read sports 
books to his son when 
he was a child, but most 
weren’t very good. So he 
decided to try writing them 
himself. His son is now an 
assistant baseball coach at 
the University of Maryland 
in Baltimore.

Jennifer Allison of 
Kensington has released 
a fifth book in her Gilda 
Joyce: Psychic Investigator 
series, which was nominat-
ed in 2007 for the Mystery 
Writers of America’s Edgar 
Awards. Gilda Joyce: The 
Bones of the Holy (Dutton 
Juvenile, 2011) follows the 
teen sleuth on a Florida 
adventure. Allison says 
she conducted extensive 
research and interviews in 
St. Augustine, where she 
discovered that “virtually 
everyone I met had a ghost 
story to tell.”

Former Washington Post 
reporter Paul Herron of 
Kensington has written a 
novel about a daring gold 
heist in post-World War II 
Italy and the later discovery 
of the loot in Washington, 
D.C., in All That Glitters 
(Kindle Amazon Press, 
2011). Writing under the 
pseudonym Marguerite 
Herron—the name of his 
late sister—he completed 
the book when he turned 
90. Herron says he started 
the novel in 1965 during 
breaks at the Post. “One 
night I saw the Park Service 
cleaning the big Memo-
rial Bridge statues and 
imagined someone stealing 
them if they were gold,” 
he says. “And I was sober 
when I thought about this, 
which became the genesis 
for the book.”  

Seen and  
Overheard

“Am I hallucinating, or does she have a bird on her shoulder?” 
— That’s what a passerby had to say recently after spotting Elizabeth McDonald on the Capital Crescent 

Trail. A Holton-Arms graduate, McDonald has her pet dove, Calliope, wear a leash and perch on her shoulder 
during her daily walks. “Calliope likes to be petted and cuddled,” says McDonald, a Bethesda resident who 
now attends Acadia University in Nova Scotia. “But my cat isn’t allowed in the same room with her.” 

Book report
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tech-no
Count Maryland Attorney General Doug 
Gansler out of the techno-revolution. 
He doesn’t own an iPod, though he does 
enjoy listening to country music singer Toby 
Keith’s Unleashed on his car’s CD player. 
Nor does he read books electronically. “I am 
old school!” he says. “I like holding a book.”

alMost 
FaMous

Last summer, Potomac native Marga-
ret Durante’s music video, “Maybe 
Tonight,” debuted at No. 1 on Great 
American Country’s Top 20 Country 
Countdown. She’s the first artist signed 
to an independent label to do so on the 
show. Durante, who graduated from 
Georgetown Visitation, will release her 
first album in November. Her digital-only 
EP, Maybe Tonight, includes two songs 
she wrote and is available at iTunes and 
Amazon. Ladies’ Home Journal invited 
Durante to guest blog earlier this year. 
Her introductory blog is at http://bit.ly/
oR7ih7. She also recorded two tracks—
“Breakout Performance” and “Watch 
Me”—for a Walt Disney soundtrack, 
Shake It Up, Break It Down, which was 
released in July. “Country music is so 
genuine, with its stories and lyrics,” says 
Durante, who now lives in Nashville. “A 
lot of my songs are drawn from my own 
experience. That’s the only way it really 
resonates with an audience.”

Shortly after a story about him 
went to press in the September/
October issue of Bethesda 
Magazine, Bethesda’s Danny 
Hultzen signed a five-year 
deal with the Seattle Mariners. 
Hultzen, an All-American at St. 
Albans and a left-handed pitcher 
at the University of Virginia, will 
get a guaranteed $8.5 million, 
with a reported $6.5 million sign-
ing bonus. 

a  
provocative 
project
Ben Privot, formerly of Bethesda and now 
living in American University Park in the Dis-
trict, speaks at colleges around the country 
about the importance of sex being consen-
sual in relationships. The Consensual Project, 
which was featured on MTV last February, 
partners with universities and includes work-
shops and a website (theconsensualproject.
com). Of course, any profession involving 
discussions about sexuality is ripe for humor. 
“I once asked, ‘What is the world’s largest 
sex toy?’ ” Privot says. A student’s response: 
“The Washington Monument.” 

Ben Privot

Danny Hultzen

Doug Gansler

Margaret Durante
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Contributing editor Maria 
Leonard Olsen lives in Chevy 
Chase. Send People Watcher 
tips to peoplewatcher@
bethesdamagazine.com.

celeBrity sightings
First lady Michelle Obama and her daughters, Malia and Sasha, were twice spotted at Bethesda’s Beni-
hana restaurant over the summer. So what did one of the country’s biggest advocates of healthy diets for kids let her 
progeny order? The hibachi-grilled kids’ items were popular with the first daughters, according to the restaurant. n

gotta (ice) dance
Elliana Pogrebinsky, an eighth-grader at Bethesda’s Westland Middle 
School, and Chevy Chase’s Ross Gudis, a 10th-grader at St. Albans School in 
Washington, D.C., are making names for themselves in the world of ice dancing. 
The skating partners recently earned a place on the podium with pewter medals 
at the 2011 U.S. Figure Skating Championships in Greensboro, N.C. The pair 
moved up a level to Junior Ice Dance, but continue to place among the top 
national skaters, earning gold for the free dance and bronze for the short dance at 
the Chesapeake Open in Laurel in June, silver for the free dance and bronze for 
the short dance at Skate San Francisco and silver for both events at the Challenge 
Cup in Philadelphia in August. Some foresee an Olympics in their future. 

Local ice dancers Elliana 
Pogrebinsky and Ross Gudis 
have been placing among the 
top skaters in the country.
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